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Top Environmental Concerns

Resource Shortage 

(water & food) 

Ocean Litter

Climate Change
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Where is Food Lost? The Role of Packaging
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50% of food loss can be 

reduced by better packaging
Source: Flexible Packaging Europe
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Food Waste costs ~$750

Billion annually
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Flexible Plastic Packaging ïA Smart, Sustainable Choice
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Lightweight, durable and flexible ïthe protective 

properties of plastic make it one of the worldôs 

most sustainable performers in delivering 

environmental, economic and social value.

Study by Trucost found that replacing plastics 

with mix of alternatives will increase environmental

costs by US$400Billion
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Industry Leading Product Portfolio for Packaging
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Sustainability Profile ςPlastic Packaging:

Å Reduces material use ς2 lbs of plastic deliver the same 
amount of liquid as 3 lbs of aluminum, 8 lbs of steel, or 27 lbs 
of glass.

Å Saves energy ςOne truck of empty flexible packaging replaces 
25 trucks carrying cans for the same amount of food.

Å Reduces emissions ςOrganic waste in landfills emits methane: 
a GHG with 23 times more global warming potential than CO2

and plastic packaging helps keep food out of the landfill.

Å Saves resources ςBy preventing food from spoiling and 
protecting consumer goods from damage during distribution. 

Å Reusable resource ςCan be recycled to polymer or for energy 
at the end of its initial life.
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The unintended consequence of moving coffee to a ñmore recyclableò material:  Even 
after 80% of glass or metal containers are recycled there is more packaging waste than 
for the flexible ñbrickò package. And transportation weight is more.

Source:  INCPEN

Weight of flexible, metal, and glass coffee packagingWeight of discards with 80% recycling of metal/glass

Sustainability is NOT Always Intuitive
Example: Avoiding Counter-Intuitive Outcomes
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The Need for Leadership is Clear
Litter and marine debris is a growing global concern
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